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Human brown adipose tissue (BAT) has been
detected in adults but was recently suggested to
be of brite/beige origin. We collected BAT from
the supraclavicular region in 21 patients undergoing
surgery for suspected cancer in the neck area and
assessed the gene expression of established mu-
rine markers for brown, brite/beige, and white
adipocytes. We demonstrate that a classical brown
expression signature, including upregulation of
miR-206, miR-133b, LHX8, and ZIC1 and downre-
gulation of HOXC8 and HOXC9, coexists with an
upregulation of two newly established brite/beige
markers, TBX1 and TMEM26. A similar mRNA
expression profile was observed when comparing
isolated human adipocytes from BAT and white
adipose tissue (WAT) depots, differentiated
in vitro. In conclusion, our data suggest that human
BAT might consist of both classical brown and
recruitable brite adipocytes, an observation impor-
tant for future considerations on how to induce hu-
man BAT.
INTRODUCTION
Metabolically active brown adipose tissue (BAT) depots
have been detected in adult humans by positron emission to-
mography/computed tomography with the glucose analog
F18-fluorodeoxyglucose (FDG-PET/CT). Human BAT is located
mainly to the cervical, supraclavicular, and paravertebral areas
and can be activated by cold (Nedergaard et al., 2007; van
Marken Lichtenbelt et al., 2009; Cypess et al., 2009; Virtanen
et al., 2009; Zingaretti et al., 2009; Saito et al., 2009). BAT
provides nonshivering thermogenesis through the action of un-798 Cell Metabolism 17, 798–805, May 7, 2013 ª2013 Elsevier Inc.coupling protein 1 (UCP1) (Matthias et al., 2000), and human
BAT activity correlates negatively with body mass index (BMI)
(Cypess et al., 2009; Saito et al., 2009). In mice, BAT is an
important regulator of whole-body metabolism (Cannon and
Nedergaard, 2004). Whether BAT has a similar role in humans
is not yet known, and further characterization is therefore
warranted.
Classical brown fat and skeletal muscle progenitors share a
common progenitor (Atit et al., 2006; Timmons et al., 2007; Seale
et al., 2008; Kajimura et al., 2009), whereas precursors within
both white fat depots and skeletal muscle can be recruited to ex-
press some brown fat properties (Petrovic et al., 2010; Seale
et al., 2011; Schulz et al., 2011). These adipocytes are called
‘‘brite,’’ ‘‘beige,’’ or ‘‘recruitable brown’’ adipocytes (from now
on annotated as ‘‘brite’’ in the current manuscript). Murine white
adipose tissues can be divided into brite and white based on
UCP1 induction during cold acclimation. It has been found that
the subcutaneous depot, inguinal white adipose tissue (WAT),
represents a brite phenotype (Walde´n et al., 2012; Seale et al.,
2011).
It was recently proposed that supraclavicular fat of adult hu-
mans consists of brite rather than classical brown fat (Wu
et al., 2012; Sharp et al., 2012). However, in order to exclude
the possibility of the presence of classical brown fat in adult hu-
mans, the newly established markers must be compared with
well-established markers in a larger sample set. This is impor-
tant, as it is possible that the regulation and function of brown
and brite adipose tissue differ, and the mode of recruiting the tis-
sue for counteracting the development of obesity might depend
on the nature of the tissue.
Therefore, the aim of this study was to further assess the na-
ture of human BAT from the supraclavicular regions, in compar-
ison to WAT from subcutaneous abdominal biopsies, by
measuring a range of well-established as well as newly identified
markers for brown and brite fat. A further aim was to examine
whether preadipocytes could be differentiated from the above-
mentioned depots and to assess whether the marker expression
signature was conserved.
Table 1. Subject Characteristics and Sample Description


















1 Thyroid cancer 49 M 26 – n/a IV – 0.5 33.1
21 Thyroid cancer 63 F 28 – n/a IV n/a 1.6 109.9
7 Thyroid cancer 54 M 28 – n/a n/a + 2.3 2.9
2 Thyroid cancer 84 M 27 – – IV – 5.0 101.9
17 Tonsillar
carcinoma
69 M 22 – – IV – 8.9 122.1
13 Thyroid cancer 26 F 28 – – IV + 11.1 85.8
18 Benign thyroid
adenoma
51 F 23 – – IV – 17.3 n/a
16 Tonsillar
carcinoma
54 F 21 – – VI + 17.7 n/a 16a
3 Oral squamous
cell carcinoma
57 M 18 Minus 12.5 kg – IV – 22.8 85.6
12a Thyroid cancer 22 M 20 – + VI + 152.1 86.6
16b Tonsillar
carcinoma
54 F 21 – – VI n/a 161.6 175.6 16b
20a Benign thyroid
adenoma
32 F 21 – n/a IV + 276.9 n/a 20a
4a Thyroid cancer 34 F 22 – n/a VB + 439.6 n/a
9a Thyroid cancer 28 M 22 – – IV + 521.5 n/a 9a
20b Benign thyroid
adenoma
32 F 21 – n/a VI n/a 1,601.9 222.6 20b
15 Thyroid cancer 47 M 28 – – VI – 2,737.3 161.3
9b Thyroid cancer 28 M 22 – – IV n/a 9,565.0 n/a 9b
19 Thyroid cancer 23 M 24 – n/a VI + 10,054.5 n/a
8a Thyroid cancer 43 F 26 – n/a IV + 12,594.9 141.0
6 Thyroid cancer 38 F 26 Minus 2 kg n/a IV + 13,677.8 62.9
5 Thyroid cancer 57 F 31 – – IV + 20,717.3 93.5
10 Thyroid cancer 60 F 22 – – n/a – 42,777.1 n/a
11a Thyroid cancer 30 M 23 – n/a IV + 43,449.5 191.3
14 Oral squamous
cell carcinoma
56 F 22 – – VI + 82,125.9 159.9
aSamples from which cell cultures were included in the current study.
bDuplicate samples.
cBiopsy levels are visually described in Figure 1A.
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Subject Characterization
Twenty-one patients were involved in the study (Table 1). In 16 of
the 17 patients in whom thyroid disease was suspected, thyroid-
stimulating hormone (TSH) was measured within 1 week prior to
operation. None of the patients were diagnosed with hyperthy-
roidism. Two of the included patients had previously been diag-
nosed with hypothyroidism, whereas two others had elevated
TSH levels in accordance with such a diagnosis. Subject 12,
who was the only patient with a BAT-positive FDG-PET/CT
scan, was diagnosed with a mutation in the RET-proto-onco-
gene which is associated with various human cancers including
thyroid cancer and pheochromocytoma. He did, however, have
normal plasma-metanephrine (an epinephrine metabolite used
to diagnose pheochromocytoma) and normal urine cathechol-Camine levels, and had thus no adrenal gland involvement. Sub-
ject 3 displayed signs of cancer-induced cachexia with a re-
ported weight loss of 12.5 kg within 6 months prior to
operation, equivalent to 19% of his total body weight.
Indications for Brown Fat Activity in Adult Humans
Patients were kept normothermic during both FDG-PET/CT scan
and during the surgery when supraclavicular biopsies were
collected (Figure 1A). In accordance, only 1 of the 12 FDG-
PET/CT scanned subjects had PET-detectable brown fat activity
(Table 1). Nevertheless, all subjects assessed had detectable
UCP1 mRNA in the biopsies (Table 1). In 3 of the 21 patients
enrolled in the study, biopsies from two separated areas were
obtained. As the UCP1 expression varied between samples ob-
tained from the same subject (Table 1), all biopsies were
included as individual samples. Thus, in total we assessedell Metabolism 17, 798–805, May 7, 2013 ª2013 Elsevier Inc. 799
Figure 1. Expression of Markers for Brown and Brite Fat in Adult Human BAT and WAT
Supraclavicular biopsies were collected during surgery from patients with suspected cancer in the neck area (n = 24), and quantitative real-time PCR (qPCR),
western blot, and immunohistochemistry analyses were performed.
(A) During a neck dissection, the neck is divided into six anatomic levels based on the presence of the draining lymph nodes. The biopsies in the present study
were collected from the fibrofatty content surrounding the lymph nodes in level IV, VB, or VI, all in the supraclavicular area. Established brown and brite marker
mRNA levels were measured using qPCR. Based on UCP1 mRNA expression, BAT samples were divided into BATlow (n = 12; UCP1 CT values, 27–37) and
BAThigh (n = 12; UCP1 CT values, 19–27). A sample set of subcutaneous WAT was included for comparison (n = 10; UCP1 CT values, 34–38).
(B) UCP1 and associated markers. Linear correlation analysis was performed; R2 and p values are shown in the figure.
(C) Human BAT-selective markers.
(D) Human WAT-selective markers.
(E) Representative example of a positive immunostaining for UCP1 in human BAT.
(F)Western blot analyseswere performed for a subset of theWAT (n = 9) andBAT (n = 16) samples. Data aremean ± SEM, *p < 0.05, **p < 0.01, ***p < 0.001, ****p <
0.0001 (for comparisons to WAT); $p < 0.05, $$p < 0.01, $$$p < 0.001 (for comparisons to BATlow).
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Human BAT—Brown and Brite?mRNA levels in 24 samples. No correlations between UCP1 and
gender, age, or BMI were observed (data not shown).
Based on the large variation inUCP1mRNA levels, we divided
our BAT data set into BATlow (n = 12) and BAThigh (n = 12) groups
and assessed established markers for BAT, WAT, and brite fat.
For comparison, we included a WAT sample set (n = 10), ob-
tained from other patients, consisting of abdominal subcutane-
ous fat biopsies collected during gallstone surgery (see Table
S1 online). Although there was an overlap between some sam-
ples in BATlow with some samples in WAT, as a group BATlow
had a higher UCP1 expression compared to WAT (Figure 1B).
UCP1mRNA levels correlated with several other factors previ-
ously associated with the presence of active BAT or brite recruit-
ment in mice, including PGC-1a, CITED1, CIDEA, and PRDM16
(Figure 1B) (Puigserver et al., 1998; Sharp et al., 2012; Bostro¨m
et al., 2012; Seale et al., 2008, 2011; Kajimura et al., 2009).
This indicates a distinct degree of brown fat activity, in particular
in the BAThigh samples.
Overlap between Markers for Classical Brown and Brite
Adipocytes
To further characterize humanBAT, wemeasured a range of pre-
viously identified markers and grouped them based on their
expression in our data set. BAT-selective markers included the
myomiRsmiR-206 andmiR-133b, shown to be present or upre-
gulated inmurine classical BAT (miR-206) (Walde´n et al., 2012) or
downregulated during browning of WAT (miR-133) and thereby
allowing for Prdm16 to be upregulated (Trajkovski et al., 2012;
Yin et al., 2013). ZIC1 and LHX8, two brown-versus-white
markers (Timmons et al., 2007; Seale et al., 2007), also clustered
with the BAT-selective group. Importantly, neither of these
markers was induced during browning (Petrovic et al., 2010;
Walde´n et al., 2012) (Figure 1C). Intriguingly, TBX1 and
TMEM26, two markers recently defined as brite in a screening
of immortalized brite and brown cell lines (Wu et al., 2012),
also ended up in the BAT-selective group.
Hoxc8 and Hoxc9 are more highly expressed in WAT and brite
adipocytes compared to BAT (Timmons et al., 2007; Walde´n
et al., 2012). Here, we observed a lower expression of HOXC8
and HOXC9 in both BAT groups compared to WAT (Figure 1D).
Although Hoxc8 has been shown to be downregulated during
browning of WAT (Mori et al., 2012; Walde´n et al., 2012),
Hoxc9was induced during browning of white adipocyte cultures
(Petrovic et al., 2010). Thus, our marker expression profiling
strongly suggests the presence of classical BAT in adult humans,
while the upregulation of clonal brite markers allows for the pos-
sibility that both types of adipocytes coexist within human BAT.
Additional markers were measured but either were not selec-
tive for either BAT or WAT or were not detectable (Figure S1).
UCP1 Is Upregulated at Protein Level in Human BAT
By using immunohistochemistry analysis, we found that biopsies
from 65% of 20 analyzed patients stained positive for UCP1 pro-
tein (Figure 1E, Table 1). We then measured the UCP1 protein
levels by western blot and, similarly to the mRNA analysis, de-
tected a range of UCP1 expression (Figure 1F). Again, we divided
the data set in a BATlow (n = 8) and a BAThigh (n = 8) group, this
time based on protein expression. The division between BATlow
and BAThigh in the protein analysis did not completely match theCone for mRNA, probably reflecting the fact that different parts
of the biopsy, with different levels of BAT recruitment, were
used for the two analyses (Table 1). UCP1 was upregulated by
2.8-fold in the BAThigh group compared to the WAT group (n =
9). In contrast to mRNA measurements showing a high expres-
sion of TBX1 in the BAThigh group, protein levels were downregu-
lated in this group compared to BATlow and WAT groups. Thus,
TBX1 seems BAT selective at the mRNA but not the protein level
in humans. EPSTI1 was modestly downregulated in BAThigh,
while protein levels of CITED1 did not differ between groups
(Figure 1F).Preadipocytes Derived from Human BAT or WAT
Differentiated Equally
We isolated preadipocytes from a subset of the supraclavicular
biopsies (Table 1, subjects from which cell cultures were
analyzed are labeled with an asterisk) and from subcutaneous
abdominal biopsies of age-, BMI- and gender-matched donors
(Table S2). The cells were cultured and differentiated into mature
fat droplet-containing adipocytes (Figure 2A). We included adi-
pocytes derived from three of the samples in the BATlow group
and three of the samples in the BAThigh group. There was no cor-
relation between the UCP1 mRNA levels in the tissue samples
versus the cell samples (data not shown). There was no differ-
ence in oil red O staining or FABP4 mRNA levels between the
two groups, suggesting equal differentiation (Figure 2B).The Marker Expression Profile in Human BAT Is
Generally Conserved in Isolated Adipocytes
Differentiated adipocytes derived from the supraclavicular re-
gion (BAT-adipocytes) demonstrated a marker expression pro-
file generally in accordance with the tissue BAThigh group. This
included an upregulated UCP1, LHX8, TBX1, PRDM16, and
PGC-1a expression (Figure 2C). Although previously annotated
as murine brown adipocytes markers, EBF3 and FBXO31 were
not annotated as BAT selective in tissue (Wu et al., 2012, and
the current study). In the BAT adipocytes, however, these
markers displayed a modest upregulation (Figure 2C).
Consistent with our findings in BAT tissue,HOXC8 andHOXC9
were expressed much less in BAT compared toWAT adipocytes
(Figure 2D). Thus, the mRNA expression profile observed in tis-
sue seemed to a large extent to be conserved in isolated adipo-
cytes. Additional markers were measured but were not selective
for either BAT or WAT or were not detectable (Figure S2).Human BAT Adipocytes Respond to Norepinephrine
To further test whether human BAT adipocytes, in relation to
WAT adipocytes, possess BAT-specific properties, we stimu-
lated the differentiated adipocytes with norepinephrine for 4 hr
and subsequently assessed mRNA expression of UCP1 and
UCP1-associated genes from Figure 1B. We observed a sub-
stantial upregulation of PGC-1a and a more modest induction
of UCP1 in BAT compared to WAT adipocytes, while the
tendency for upregulation of additional UCP1-associated genes
did not reach significance (Figure 2E). At the protein level, norepi-
nephrine induced a modest upregulation of UCP1 in BAT adipo-
cytes compared to WAT adipocytes, while CITED1 remained
unchanged (Figure 2F).ell Metabolism 17, 798–805, May 7, 2013 ª2013 Elsevier Inc. 801
Figure 2. Characterization of Cultured Hu-
man BAT and WAT Adipocytes
Preadipocytes from the subcutaneous abdominal
(WAT) (n = 6) and supraclavicular (BAT) (n = 6) fat
regions differentiated into mature adipocytes
in vitro at passage 4–7.
(A) Differentiation status of WAT and BAT adipo-
cytes. Representative phase contrast pictures
of unstained (103 magnification) and oil red
O-stained (43 magnification) adipocytes.
(B) FABP4 mRNA levels were measured using
qPCR. Oil red O staining was quantified (n = 6 in
each group). Established brown and brite marker
mRNA levels were measured using qPCR.
(C) Human BAT adipocyte-selective markers.
(D) Human WAT-selective markers.
(E) WAT and BAT adipocytes were stimulated with
10 mM norepinephrine (NE) for 4 hr, and qPCR
analysis of UCP1 and associated markers were
performed. For each gene, the level in un-
stimulated WAT (white bars) or BAT (black bars)
adipocytes was set to 1 (stippled line), and the
effect of norepinephrine between BAT and WAT
adipocytes was compared.
(F) Western blot analysis of NE-stimulated adipo-
cytes described in (E). Fold change between NE-
stimulated and unstimulated adipocytes is shown.
Data are mean ± SEM, *p < 0.05, **p < 0.01, ***p <
0.001.
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We asked whether classical brown fat was present in human
BAT derived from the supraclavicular regions of adults or
whether this depot, as recently implied (Wu et al., 2012; Sharp
et al., 2012), resembles the brite fat type observed within sub-
cutaneous fat and skeletal muscle. We characterized adipose
tissue in the supraclavicular regions of adult humans by
measuring established and novel markers for BAT, WAT, and
brite adipocytes in a cohort of human BAT and WAT tissue and
isolated preadipocytes differentiated in vitro. We demonstrate
a typical classical BAT expression signature in humanBAT tissue
and cells. We were also able to reproduce some of the findings
by Wu et al., as two of the brite markers clustered with the clas-
sical brown markers in the BAT-selective group, suggesting the
possibility of brown and brite adipcytes coexisting in human
BAT. In contrast to WAT adipocytes, BAT adipocytes responded
to norepinephrine treatment by upregulating PGC-1a andUCP1.
A third brite marker defined by Wu et al. (2012), CD137, was
only upregulated in a few of our human BAT samples. Some dif-
ferences between the data sets might explain the discrepancy,
including that the biopsies in the study by Wu et al. were ob-
tained during cold exposure and from healthy subjects, with
BAT and WAT samples collected from the same individual. The802 Cell Metabolism 17, 798–805, May 7, 2013 ª2013 Elsevier Inc.majority of our BAT donors had thyroid
cancer, while WAT samples were
obtained from subjects that underwent
gallstone surgery. The possibility of a dis-
ease-induced BAT activity should there-
fore be discussed. We investigated
known relationships between BAT activityand thyroid cancer including hyperthyroidism (Lo´pez et al., 2010;
Lee et al., 2012), pheochromocytoma (Hadi et al., 2007; Lean
et al., 1986; Frontini et al., 2013), and cachexia (Frontini et al.,
2013). Of these conditions we only observed one possible
case of cachexia in our cohort. We cannot exclude a potential ef-
fect of disease on BAT activity in our samples but find it unlikely.
We used markers established in murine tissue and cells for
characterization of human BAT. Therefore, we divided the
markers into groups based on their regulation between our hu-
man BAT and WAT samples, regardless of their previous anno-
tation in mice. The UCP1-associated group included markers
that were previously linked to BAT activity as well as browning
(CIDEA, PGC-1a, PRDM16) (Seale et al., 2007, 2011; Petrovic
et al., 2010). Hence, these markers cannot be used to discrimi-
nate between classical brown and brite adipose tissue. CITED1
is a newly defined marker for rosiglitazone-induced browning of
murine subcutaneous adipocytes (Sharp et al., 2012). Consistent
with our findings, Sharp et al. demonstrated a correlation be-
tween CITED1 and PRDM16 mRNA levels as well as costaining
with UCP1 in human supraclavicular BAT. CITED1 was anno-
tated as a brite marker by Sharp et al. However, differences in
CITED1 expression in this original screening may also represent
a rosiglitazone-dependent difference in BAT recruitment,
possibly also inducible in classical BAT, rather than a bona fide
Cell Metabolism
Human BAT—Brown and Brite?difference between brite and classical brown adipocytes. The
UCP1-coordinated upregulation of these markers strongly sug-
gested brown fat activity in our BAT samples and was in accor-
dance with previous reports on gene expression of PGC-1a and
PRDM16 in human BAT (Virtanen et al., 2009).
BothUCP1mRNA and protein analysis indicated a wide range
of brown fat differentiation across biopsies. We therefore divided
our sample set into two subgroups based on UCP1 expression:
BATlow and BAThigh. We defined the human BAT-selective
markers as being upregulated in both the BATlow and BAThigh
groups, and thus expressed independently ofUCP1. We demon-
strate a human classical brown signature with upregulation of
well-established markers for classical BAT including miR-206
and miR-133b, LHX8 and ZIC1, and a downregulation of the
white/brite markers HOXC8 and HOXC9, suggesting that human
BAT originates from a classical brown developmental pathway.
However, consistent with the findings of Wu et al. (2012), TBX1
and TMEM26, annotated as brite markers, were also among
the human BAT-selective genes, potentially suggesting a pres-
ence of both classical brown and brite cell lineages coexisting
within human BAT. Notably, our finding that TBX1 is downregu-
lated at protein levels in the BAThigh group (similarly to the protein
regulation observed between murine BAT and inguinal WAT by
Wu et al.) calls for caution when using this marker for classifica-
tion of human tissue.
There is a current lack of in vitro models for studying hu-
man brown fat function. We demonstrate that preadipocytes
derived from human BAT can be differentiated into mature adi-
pocytes with fat droplets and express established markers for
brown fat. Despite equal rosiglitazone levels in the differentiation
media (which was necessary in order to obtain fat droplets both
in BAT and WAT adipocytes, data not shown), BAT adipocytes
were responsive to thermogenic gene expression induction by
norepinephrine, while WAT adipocytes was not. The thermo-
genic capacity of human BAT adipocytes will be important to
further address in future studies by applying assays for oxygen
consumption and lipid oxidation. Previous models for human
brown adipocytes have been presented (Lee et al., 2011; Nishio
et al., 2012). However, brown versus brite marker expression
profiles have not previously been investigated, which we here
contribute.
In conclusion, we provide data arguing for the presence of
classical BAT in the supraclavicular region of adult humans,
and we demonstrate that preadipocytes can be isolated from
these regions and could be utilized for future studies to further
understand the function of BAT in adult humans. Our data further
indicate that a coexistence of classical brown and brite adipo-
cytes in human BAT should be considered.EXPERIMENTAL PROCEDURES
Subjects
Twenty-one subjects—10 male and 11 female, aged 22–84 years, under sus-
picion of cancer in the neck and head area—were included in the study (Table
1). Control samples were obtained from the subcutaneous abdominal area of
ten subjects undergoing gallbladder surgery (Table S1). All subjects provided
written informed consent. The Scientific-Ethics Committees of the Capital Re-
gion and of Copenhagen and Frederiksberg Municipalities Denmark approved
the study protocols, journal numbers H-A-2009-020, H-A-2008-081, and (KF)
01-141/04, respectively, and the studies were performed in accordance withCthe Helsinki declaration. For details, please refer to the Supplemental
Information.Biopsies
Adipose tissue biopsies were collected during surgery. Experienced surgeons
performed the surgery according to standard procedure with the patient in
general anesthesia. Biopsies from the supraclavicular area were collected as
described in Figure 1A and Table 1. No additional surgery was necessary to
obtain the biopsies. Subcutaneous adipose tissue biopsies from the abdom-
inal area were obtained during gallbladder surgery. Immediately after removal,
tissue samples for RNA and protein analysis were immediately flash frozen in
liquid nitrogen.Human Primary Adipocyte Cultures
Preadipocytes were isolated from supraclavicular (n = 6) and abdominal sub-
cutaneous (n = 6) adipose tissue biopsies (Table S2). Following 12 days of dif-
ferentiation, cells were harvested for RNA, protein, or oil red O analysis. When
stated in the figure legend, cells were stimulated with 10 mM norepinephrine
(Sigma-Aldrich) for 4 hr before RNA and protein were isolated. Two hours prior
to the norepinephrine stimulation, old medium was replaced by DMEM/F12
containing 1% penicillin-streptomycin. Experiments were performed on cells
at passage 4–7. A detailed isolation and differentiation protocol can be found
in the Supplemental Information.Oil Red O Staining
The cultured adipocytes were fixed in 10%ShandonGlyo-Fixx (Thermo Scien-
tific), washed twice with distilled water and once with 60% isopropanol, and
then stained with 0.21% oil red O in 100% isopropanol (Sigma-Aldrich) for
30 min. The dye was eluted by adding 100% isopropanol for 8 min, and the
OD was measured at 492 nm in a microplate reader (FLUOstar Optima BMG
Labtech).RNA Isolation and Quantitative Real-Time PCR
Total RNA from adipose tissue biopsies and human adipocytes was isolated
with TRIzol reagent (Invitrogen), according to the manufacturer’s recommen-
dations. Protocol specifications and primer sequences can be found in the
Supplemental Information. Target mRNA was normalized to 18S ribosomal
RNA and calculated with the deltadelta-Ct method. For the genes expressed
in all samples, relative expression was calculated by relating dCT values for
each sample to the average of dCT values for the WAT samples. For LHX8
and ZIC1, relative expression was calculated by relating dCT values for each
sample to the average of dCT values for the BAT samples.Protein Analysis
Immunohistochemical analysis was performed at the Department of Pathol-
ogy, Rigshospitalet; UCP1 was detected using rabbit polyclonal anti-UCP1
(ab10983, Abcam), dilution 1:500, protease pretreatment (8 min). Further de-
tails can be found in the Supplemental Information.
Western blot analysis was performed using antibodies against UCP1, TBX1,
and CITED1 from Abcam and a-tubulin from Cell Signaling Technology.
Appropriate secondary HRP-conjugated IgG (Dako) was used for detection
and visualized using Supersignal on a Biorad Chemidoc XRS imager. Image-
Lab (Bio-Rad) were used for quantification of the bands. Further details on
the protein analyses can be found in the Supplemental Information.Statistical Analysis
Statistical analysis for assessing differences in mRNA levels was performed
using GraphPad Prism software. Data are presented as mean, and error
bars represent SEM. Nonparametric Mann-Whitney tests were used for com-
parisons between WAT and the two BAT groups for each gene. Linear corre-
lation analyses were performed on relative expression levels of UCP1 versus
relative expression values of the other genes. Sample size and significance
level for each analysis are stated in figure legends. A p value of 0.05 was
considered significant.ell Metabolism 17, 798–805, May 7, 2013 ª2013 Elsevier Inc. 803
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